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inquiry. And thus they were married in a few weeks after; and abundance of mirth and jollity they had, which covered all the appearances of other things for a great while.
At length, the lady went home to her house in the city, which was magnificently furnished: among other rich furniture, the rooms were exceedingly stored with a noble collection of very fine paintings, done by the best masters in Italy ; the part of Italy where this gentleman had lived, viz., the duke of Tuscany's country, being particularly eminent for choice pictures. It happened, after she had been some time at home, had settled her house, and had finished the decorations of her rooms, that her husband bringing some very fine pictures home, which were newly arrived from Italy, has, among others, three very choice pieces hung up in their bedchamber; whereof one being a picture of the Crucifixion, extremely valuable and fine, he contrived to have hanged up by the bed-side.
His wife, not used to such things, perfectly ignorant of the design, not at all acquainted with the use made of them in popish countries, took no manner of notice of it at first, taking it to be only brought in there, as it was a most noble piece of painting; and that her husband thought it was the best thing he could grace her chamber with. It happened her two sisters came together some time after, as is usual, to see her house, and to see the fine collection of paintings, which they had been told so much of: and after some time, their sister and their new brother led them through all the apartments, which were indeed extremely fine: the brother-in-law, as what he took great delight in, made it his business to tell them the design of the several pictures, what places or fine houses such and such represented, what stories and what faces